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To Paul FIoo_d
TheWay ThingsAre

"Amen"'s from "The Lord Bless You (SAT B) Words and music by Larry Sue (ASCAP)
And Keep You" by Peter Lutkin Living Water Composition Project, No. 7
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The Way ThingsAre (SATB)
Choraegus ShareM usic Rehearsal Notes

General

The long introduction (about 40 seconds) should be regarded as an opportunity
to do something special! You could have a Scripture reading (Romans 1:16
comes to mind), or a spoken explanation of the message of the song, or even a
quick dialog between a couple of choir members - be imaginative!

Choir

The parts are pretty straightforward except for the one a cappella chorus
section (m. 57-65), which has more of a jazz feel. You should work through
this section so your choir can learn to enjoy the seventh- and ninth- chord
dissonances. In particular, you'll want to ensure that the tenors and atos are
comfortable singing with each other (or, for this song, you could even put
these two sections at opposite ends of the formation!).

Sing the ending (M. 75-86) more legato than the rest of the song. Surprise is
one of the elements of successful music - do startle your congregation a bit!

Accompanist

The overarching technical challenge is the "three-hand trick” (pioneered by
Sigismund Thalberg, one of Liszt's contemporaries). In some places, the
accompaniment may appear to require another hand, which means that you'll
have to make judicious choices about which hand is to jJump from one place to
another. Of course, you could also have a page turner who happens to be a
pianist...

In the introduction (m.1-24), the right hand plays the "middle hand" and
"right hand" parts. This is simple compared to measures 25-48, where it
appears that the most reasonable way to play the accompaniment isto alternate
left and right hands on the "middle hand" part. The key is to practice this
slowly so that you can learn the jumps well, then to increase tempo gradually.

Got any other suggestions for rehearsal notes? Send them to Choraegus
ShareMusic, PO. Box 4444, Mountain View, CA 94040 USA or e-mail them
to larry@choraegus.com .
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